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My scientific career was
boosted by MCSA…

The MCS-fellowship allowed me 
• to learn new techniques and 
• to enlarge my scientific and personal horizon… (I learned a new language (French)!)
I came as postdoc to an excellent laboratory with “my own money”
( high degree of independency and freedom)
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MCS-Career Integration Grant was essential
• To cover my stay in Spain 
• My wife received a Marie-Curie-Cofound fellowship
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… a MSCA-fellowship
of the European Commission

is a big chance
For me, it opened many doors and new horizons. 

I stopped to consider myself as a German and felt European, instead.

Since some years I am evaluating MSCA-fellowship applications…

MSCA are under continuous evolution.



MSCA-fellowships are for scientists at ALL (experienced) career stages 

Each application is evaluated according to the 
career-stage of the applicant.
Important:
• Transnational mobility
• Training / Transfer of knowledge (bi-lateral!!!)
• From outside Europe: bringing new expertise 

to Europe

up to 24 months
in Europe

12 - 24 months abroad
& 12 months in Europe

(learn new knowledge abroad,
bring new knowledge to Europe)

ALL scientific disciplines, 
subdivided into 8 Panels:



MSCA-fellowships are not only for Europeans

2018



Evaluation criteria

50% 30% 20%



Evaluation scale

Highly competitive: An average of 4.5/4.6 might not be sufficient for funding!



Biggest mistakes

• Applicants do not provide all 
necessary information
(The proposal needs to provide on max. 10 pages 
substantial answers to ALL the questions in the 
evaluation grid)
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Biggest mistakes

• Applicants do not provide all 
necessary information
(The proposal needs to provide on max. 10 pages 
substantial answers to ALL the questions in the 
evaluation grid)

• Too much self-confidence
(“I have Nature/Science papers, so I will certainly get it!”)

• Too few self-confidence
(“I don´t have Nature/Science papers, so I do not have 
any chance.”)

• No or poor coordination with the 
host institution
(European institutions, which have chances to host a 
MCSA-fellow, usually have an office that supports the 
applicants in writing the technical/administrative parts of 
the proposal. A MCSA-fellowship is not only a distinction 
for the applicant but also for the host!)

• A proposal written under time-
pressure is almost a guarantee for 
failure.
(Plan well 6-12 months in advance for an excellent 
proposal)



Thank You for Your Attention

¿ Questions ?


